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In process of time this place became divided into several Manors, véz. The Chief Ma-
nor, afterwards called Saysbury; the Manor of Pishobury; the Manor of Bancrofis, de-
rived from Pishobury; the Manor of Tednambury, derived from Pishobury ; the Manor
of Groves, derived from Pishobury; the Manor of Mathams; the Manor of Shingeyhall,
united with Mathams ; the Manor of Blounts, derived from Mathams; the Manor of

Hide.

Ma~vor or SAYSBURY.

THE principal Manor, afterwards called Saysbury, which at the time of the Conque-
ror’s Survey was the property of Geoffrey de Magnaville or de Mandewille, continued for
a great length of time 1 Ins posterity.  The possessions of that nobleman, who accom.
panied William the Norman in his Congquest of this Country ¥, were very great, not only
m this County, but in the Couutics of Essex, Berks, Suffolk, Middlesex, Surrey, Oxford,
Cambridge, Northampton, and Warwick . He was Constable of the Tower of London
under the Congqueror !; and founded the Priory at Hurley in Berkshire, and endowed it
(inter alin) with the tithes of his demesne of Sabrichworth, for the heulth of his soul and
of the souls of his wives Leceline and Athelaise ©

William de Magnaville or de Mandeville, son and heir of Geoffrey, greatly increased
his fortune in this and other Counties by his marriage with Margaret 7, the daughter and
heir of Eudoe Dapifer, the Steward of the Conqueror. Geoffrey de Magnaville or de
Mandeville, son of William and Margaret, was Steward of Normaudy, by nheritance
from his mothers; and in the 5th year of King Stephen paid :£.866. 13s. 4d. to the
King for livery of his inheritance in England " : and was employed with Karl Gilbert de
Clare to suppress the rebellion raised in the Isle of Ely, by the Bishop and Baldwin de
Redvers, against King Stephen®.  He held the office of Constable of the Tower of Lon-
don, which had formerly been enjoyed by his grandfather ¥; and was advanced by Kin
Stephen to the Earldom of Essex, by a charter, dated at Westminster, to hold as freely,
peaceably, and honourably as other Earls held their Counties, to which were witnesses
Will. de Ipre, Hen. de Essex, John sou of Robert Fitz Walter, Robert de Newburgl,
Wilt. de S. Clare, Will. de Dammartin, Richard Fitz Urse, and Will. de Owe!. And
Matilda, the Empress, by her charter, dated at Oxford, confirmed to Lim all that had
been enjoyed by Geoffrey his grandfather, and Willam his father, and particularly the
Tower of London, with the Castle under it, to be fortified at lns pleasare; the hereditary
Sheriffalty of London and Middlesex, as amply as Geoffrey his grandfather held it ; and
the hereditary Sheriffalty of Hertfordshire, in like manmner; she also granted to him the
trial of causes in those Counties, and confirmed to him the &£.100 per annum, and the
services of twenty knights, which she had formerly given to him. She also confirmed to
him ££2.200 per annum lands, £.100 land in escheats, and the knights’ fees given to lum
by King Stephen and his wife Matilda ; she also confirmed to him all the lands of Eude
Dapifer, with the Stewardship of Normandy ; she also gave him licence to obtain the
Castle of Storford, by exchange with the Bishop of London ; she also granted that Er
nulph de Mandeville, his son, should enjoy 5£.100 lands, and ten knights’ fees which she
had formerly given to him, and &£100. more land in escheats, to be held of her husband
the Farl of Anjou and her in capite, viz. Cristeshale and Benedis, in Essex ; and as pauch
more as would make up the amount. She also engaged not to make peace with the Bur-
gesses of London without the assent of this Geoffrey, becanse they were his mortal ent-
mies ; and gave him leave to fortity his castle on the VVye, aitd to build another castleon
his land where he pleased ™ She also by charter granted to him the title of Hal of
Essex, with the third penny of the County, and divers other privileges®.  King Stephen
hearing of these favours heaped upon our Earl, or rather promised to him by the Empres
Matilda, had him seized in the Court at St. Alban’s, and compelled him to consent to the
smrender of the Tower of London, and of the Castles of Plessey and Walden in Esses,
before he would set him at liberty°. This proceeding provoked him to a life of turbulence
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and mischief, despoiling the demesne lands of the Crown and the estates of the Abbot of
Ramsey, for which he was at length excommunicated, and in some affray received a
mortal wound at Burwell, whence he was conveyed by some of the Knights Templars,
and having after dcath received absolution, was buried in the Church-yard of the New
Temple, London ™. He founded the Abbey of Walden, in Essex 9, and, amongst other
and very ample endowments, gave thereto the Church of this place, by the name of
Sabricheswrth*, and died on the 16th of the calends of October 1144, apnno 9
Stephen *.

Ernulph de Mandeville, the eldest son of (zeoffrey, being banished for his adherence to
his father’s quarrel !, Geoffrey de Mandeville, the next son, succeeded, and was created
Earl of Essex by King Henry the Second, with the third penny of the County, and a
confirmation of all the lands which belonged to Geoffrey de Magnaville, his great-grand-
father, and to his grandfather and father, both in England and in Normund}‘; in which
confirmation Sabrictsworth is particularly mentioned *. This Geoffrey, in the 12th year
of King Heury II. returned his knights’ fees to be ninety-seven of the ancient and sixt
of the new feoffment *.  He was a benefactor with Willlam and Robert, his brothers, to
the Monastery of Chicksands, in Bedfordshire ¥, and was accounted a man of elegant
speech, and well versed in secular affairs. He died at Chester, on an expedition with
Richard de Lucy against the Welsh, on the 12th of the calends of November 1167, anno
14 Henry II. and was buried at Walden Abbey ~.

William de Mandeville, the brother of the last Geoffrey, succeeded in the inheritance of
the family, and in the same Kear paid 97 marks 4s. and 5d. for his knights’ fees de vefer:
Sfeoffamento, on collecting the aid assessed anno 12 Henry II. for marrying the King’s
daughter > In 19th Henry II. he attended the King into France, and was one of the
Generals of his Army?, and was with him ubout the same time at the treaty of Gisors,
for settling the differences between the King and his sons, at which Louis King of France
attended ¢; and he was in the skirmish with the French near that place, and took the
Chastellan of Tuce prisonerd, About the same time he swore on the part of King Henry
for the performance of covenants with the Harl of Savoy®, andin 1175, anno 21 Henry I1.
he was a witness to the agreement made by the King with Roderic King of Connaught .
In 1177,anno 23 Henry II. he attended Philip Earl of Flanders to Jerusalem &, and was
at the siege of the Castle of Harang, belonging to the Infidels ™. This noble Earl mar-
ried in 1180, anno 26 Henry II. Hawise, only daughter and heir of William le Gros, Earl
of Albemarle, and had for her portion the County of Albemarle, anciently assigned for
the guard of the borders of Normandy'. The marrage was solemnized at the Castle of
Plessey, in Essex, on the 9th of the calends of February*. In 1182, anno 28 Henry 1I.
he was appointed an Ambassador to mediate with the Emperor Frederick the Second for
Henry Duke of Saxony'; and in 1188, 32 Henry II. he attended King Henry into
France, and skirmished valiantly with Will. des Barres, Drue de Merlou, and other per-
sons of prowess in that Country, and burnt the Town of St. Clare ™ At the corona-
tion of King Richard the First he carried the great crown of gold , and he was after-
wards employed with three Earls and two Barons to solicit the aid of Philip King of
Frauce to recover the Holy Land °, and attended the King at Pipwell, in Northampton-
shire, preparatory to that expedition, and was appointed Justice of England along with
Hugh Pudsey, Bishop of Durham?. This Farl spent the early part of his life before his
accession to the Earldom with Philip Earl of Flanders, and was accounted a man of ready
wit, Prudent mn council, and valiant in arms 9, and was much employed in Normandy in
his riper years, where he had the care of many forts and castles for King Henry. He
was a benefactor to the Monks of Walden, in Essex *, to the Nuns of Clerkenwell *, and
founded the Monastery at Stoneley, in Huntingdonshire ®.  And he %nve this Church of
Sabrighteswrde to the Monks of Westminster in pure alms *, which, however, I presume
was only confirmatory of the donation of Geoffrey, his grandfather, to the Monks of [Tu:ley,
the latter being a cell to Westminster. He made his will in the garrison of Rullivalle, n
Normandy?, and died at Roan on the 18th of the calends of December 1150, anno 2
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Richard I. after which his body was buried in the Abbey of Mortimer, in Normandy, and
his heart was deposited in Wleden Abbey, Essex =

On the death of this William without issue his inheritance passed to his aunt Beatrix,
an aged woman, the wife of William de Say *, a warlike man, who hud much distinguished
himself by the support of his brother-in-law Geoffrey de Magnaville in his turbulent pro-
ceedings 1n the time of King Stephen®. William de Say and Beatrix had issue two sons.
William, the elder, died in the hfe-time of his mother, leaving two daughters, through
the marriage of the elder of whom, Beatrix, with Geoffrey Picrs, the Earldom of Hssex
became vested in him and his descendants. But Geofﬁeynﬂa Say, the younger son of Wil-
hiam and Beatrix, succeeded his mother in the possession of this Manor of Sabrichworth,
and anno 4 Richard 1. was one of the Barons employed respecting the King’s enlargement
from his imprisonment under the Emperor Henry °. _ ’

Geoffrey de Say, son and heir of Geoffrey, unno 16 John, paid 400 marks to the King,
for the livery of the lands of his inberitance, as well on the part of his father as of his
mother, who was the sister and heir of Walkeline Maminot *; and confirmed soon after.
wards to the Canons of Begeham, in Sussex, the land of Brocle, which was part of his
barony, and formerly given to them by Walkeline Maminot; and the Church of St. Ni.
cholas at Greenwich, which had been given to them by Geoftrey his father and Alice his
mother ¢; and ratified to the monks of Bermondesey, in Surrey, the lands in Dilehersh,

iven to them by Walkeline Maminot. And having married Alice, daughter and coheir
of John de Cheﬁey, he confirmed to the Canons of Rudham, in Norfolk, ﬁ}c gifts of Wil
liam de Cayneto (Cheney) and John his nephew, and added thereto for his own soul and
the soul of Alice his wife, the Church of St. Margaret, at Thorpe 8. He also gave to the
Knights Hospitallers the Manor of Sadlescombe, in Sussex”. In 17 John he was in
arms with the Barons against the King, for which his lands and knights’ fees in the Coun-
ties of Kent, Bedford, Buckingham, Northampton, Cambridge, Essex, Hertford, Norfolk,
Suffolk, and Lincoln, were seized and given to Peter de Creoun '. 1t seems, however, he
was afterwards restored to his possessions, for, anno 8 Henry 1II. on the levying the
scutage of Montgomery, he answered for twenty-seven knights’ fees of the fee of Mami-
not, and fifteen more of the fee of Ingelram Patrick. He died in Gascony on Monday
next preceding the feast of St. Bartholomew, anno 14 Henry 111!

William de Say, son and heir of Geoffrey, performing his homage, and engaging for
the payment of his relief of £.100 by 40 marks per annum, obtained livery of the lands
of which his father died seised ®. In the 29th Henry I1I. he gave two Palfre}'s to the
King to have warren at his Manor of Sebricewrth, in the County of Hertford, and at his
Manor of Edelmeton, in Middlesex ". In 44 Henry I11. he was appointed Governor of
the Castle of Rochester®, and anno 48 Henry IIl. he was with the King at the battle of
Lewes, but fled ».  He confirmed to the monks of Bermoudesey, in Surrey, the grant of
the Church of Berling, in Kent, by Walkeline Maminot, and the grants of Geoffrey de
Say his grandfather and Geoffrey his father . He died anno 56 Henry I11. seised of this
Manor, of which an extent was then taken. Hec was also then seised of the Manors of
Stratton, in Norfolk, Codham, Berlyng, West Grenewich, and Burgham, in Kent; the
Manor and Advowson of the Church of Strete, in Sussex (the Manors of Berlyng aud
West Greenwich being held by Barony) ; and of the Manor of Linton, in Cambridge-
shire ; and the Manor of Hammes in Humpshire (Sussex ?), and the Manor of Edelmeton,
Middlesex ™.

William de Say, son and heir of William, was, according to some of the Inquisitions,
18, and others 19 years of age at the death of his father®, and anno 22 Edward I. had
had summons, wit%} other great men of the realm, to attend the King in the month of
June, to advise with him upon important affairs , and had summons to attend the King
on the Ist of September following at Portsmouth, prepared with horse and arms, to pro-
ceed to Gascony ¥, but died anno 23 Edward 1. seised of this Manor of Sabrichesworth,
and of the Manors of Berlyng, West Grenewich, Burgham, and Codeham, in Kent; the
Manor of Hammes, in Sussex, (Hampshire?) and the Manor of Edelmeton, in Middlesex*
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Geoffrey de Say, son and heir of the last William, was fourteen years of age at the

death of his father?, and hecame the ward of William de Leyburne %, who married him to
Idonea his daughter. This Geoffrey performed his homage and obtained livery of his
lands anno 34 Edward I.2 and was in the same year in an expedition into Scotland®.
And in the year following obtained a charter for a weekly market on Friday, and a yearly
fair on the eve and day of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary at this Manor of Sabriche-
worth ¢.  He was first summoned to Parliament as a Baron by writ dated the 26th July,
anno 7 Edward IL and retarnable in 15 days of St. Johin the Baptist then following, and
continued to be regularly summoned afterwards as long as he hved®. He died n the
15th year of King Edward II. seised jointly with Idonea his wite, who survived him, of
the Manor of Sabrichesworth ; the Manor of Edelmeton, in Middlesex ; the Manor of
Hammes, in Sussex; and the Manors of Berlinge®, Ryershe, Codeham, Borgham;, and
West Grenewiche, in Kentf; and Idonea, his widow; died anno 43 Edward III,

Geoffrey de Say, son and heir of Geoffrey, was seventeen years of age at the death of
his father %, and proving his age in the 19th Edward IL. obtained livery of his lands®;
and 1n the 8th Edward III. bad a charter for free warren in all his demesne lands in
Grenwich, Deptford, Codham, and Burgham, in Kent, with view of frank-pledge, and
other liberties’. In 10th Edward IIL he was appointed Admiral of the Fleet from the
Thames Westward ¥, in which service, besides himself, then a Banneret, he had of his
own retinue four knights, twenty men at arms, and threearchers!. In 12th Edward IIL
he was employed in Flanders ™. In 17 Edward IIL. he was in the wars of France™; as
also in 19 and 21 Edward II1.° In 23 Edward III. in consideration of his good services
performed, and to be performed, he was retained to serve the King in his wars durin
life with twenty men at arms and twenty archers, receiving for his pay 200 marks per
annum at the Exchequer?. And in 29 Edward I1I. he was again in the wars of France «.
And having been summoned to Parliament at different times from the lst to the 27th
Edward III. inclusively ', died on the 26th June, anno 33 Edward III. seised of this
Manor of Sabricheworth, held of the King n capite®. Matilda his wife surviving, who
held the Manors of Berlyng and Burgham in dower®, and for her good services to Queen
Plulippa and the Lady I);abel her danghter, obtained from the King, anno 42 Edward I1L
a grant for life of an annuity of 100 marks at the Exchequer®; and by her testament,
dated at Bermondsey, on Tuesday next after the Feast of the Apostles Simon and Jude,
bequeathed her body to be bllriejr in the Church of the Friars Preachers, commonly called
the Black Friars, London, near to Geoffrey her beloved husband *.

Wililam de Say, son and heir of Geoffrey, was nincteen years of age at the death of
his father¥, and having been summoned to Parliament amongst the Barons from the 36th
to the 47th Edward IIL. inclusively?, died seised of this Manor anno 49 Edward IIL
leaving John his son and heir=.

By an inquisition taken at Sabrichworth on Thursday next before the Feast of St.
Matthew the Apostle, anno 6 Richard II. it was found that, by reason of the death of
William de Say, and of the minority of John, his son and heir, the Manor of Sabrich-
worth came to the King’s hands; and that John the son died on the 27th of July then
last, leaving Elizabeth, his sister and heir, sixteen years of age®.

She married, first, John de Fallesley; upon whose decease she married, secondly, Sir
William Heron, Knt. who died on the 30th of October, in the sixth year of the reign of
King Henry the Fourth¢; upon whose death this Manor descended to Sir John Heron,
nephew and heir of Sir William, from whom it descended to his son John, according to
the following pedigree, until it came into the possession of Sir William Say, Knt. son of

Sir John Say, of Londoun, Knt.
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PEDIGREE of the Families of MAGNAVILLE, and SAY.

Arins of Magnaville : Quartetly, Or and Gules,

Arms of Say: Parted per pale, Azure and Gules, three chevronels Or, voided and counterchanged.

Crest, On a wreath, an embattled wall, on it a stag’s head Or.

1 ux. Athelaise ==Geoffrey de Magnaville or de Mandevill, Ford of Sabrixte-—2 ux. Leceline.
or Adelais. | worde, co. Hertford, anno 20 William the Conqueror,

—_—

I —— 7
William de Magnaville or de Mandeville, son and heir.==Margaret, davghter and heir of Eudo Dapifer.
I

r 1
Pagan de Beau- ==Rohesia, daughter of Alberic==Geoflrey de Magnaville or de Man-  Beatrix, aunt and heir of5= Williag
champ, Baron | de Vere, Lord Great Cham- | deville, son and heir, ereated Earl ~ William de Mandeville, | de Say,

of Bedford ; berlain of England, and sis- | of Essex by King Stephen; ob.  and very aged anno 2 1.
2d hush. ter of Alberie de Vere, first | L6th cal. Oct, 1144, anno 9 Ste- L; ob. 13 eal. Maii,
Earl of Oxford. phen; buried in the Church-yard  1207.

of the New Temple, London.

i =T ¥ - o 7 :
Simon.4 1, Ernulphus, banished. 1. William ==. .. 2. Geollrey ==Alice,
AlicedeVere, 2. Geoffrey de Magnaville or de Mandeville, created Earl of deSay, ob. de SBay, 2d | sistey

sister of Essex by King Henry 11.; ob. at Chester 12 cal. Nov. v. p. son and and
William de 1167, and was buried at Walden Abbey ; marr. Eustachia, r heir male, | heir of
Mandeville ; kinswoman to King Henry II,; divoreed, and afterwards Beatrix, dau.and co- dead anno | Walie-
ma. John de married to Anselme de Campadenere. lieir; mar. Geofirey 16 John, line
Lacy, Baron 3. William de Magnaville or de Mandeville, Earl of Essex,  Fitz-Piers, created Mami-
of Halton, brother and heir, and in 1180 Ear] of Albemarle, jure ux.;  Eari of Essex by not,
and Consta~ ob. 15 cal. Dec. 1190, and was buried in the Abbey of King John.
ble of Ches- Mortimer, in Normandy ; mar. 9 cal. Feb. 1180, Hawise, Matilda, dau. and
ter. dau. and heir of William le Gros, Earl of Albemarle. cobeir ; mar. Wil-

4, Robert, s, p. liam de Bocland.

&
Geoffrey de Say, Lord of Sabricheworth or Saysbury ;= Alice, daughter and eolseir
ob. die Lun. prox, ant. 8. Barth, anno 14 H, IiL. T of John de Cheney.
J
0
William de Say, Lord of Sabrichworth, son and heir==Mary, survived William de—Robert de Ufford, 2d husb.
of Geoffrey, anno 14 H. 111.; ob. anno 56 Hen. I | Say. (Rot.Fin. 1 E. I, (Reot.Fin. 1 E, L)

{Esc. 56 H. IIL. n. 37.) m. 20.)
J

I
William de Say, Lord of Sabrichworth, son and heir, ®t. 18 years==........
anng 56 H. Iil.; ob, anno23 E, 1. (Esc.23 E, L. n. 49.) |
J
—
Geoffrey de Say, Lord of Sabrichworth, son and heir, =t, 14 years anno 23 E. 1.; sammoned to== Idonea, daughter of Wit
Parliament as a Baron, by writ dated 26th July anno 7 E. IL returnable guind. nat. 8. Joh. liam de Leyburne; b,
Bapt.; ob.15 E. 11. (Esc. n.41)) anno 43 E. 111,

f
Geoffrey de Say, Lord of Sabrichworth, son and lieir, 2t. 17 years anno ==Matilda, daughter of Guy de Beauchamp, Earl

15 E. I1.; summoned to Parliament among the Barons temp. E. I1L; of Warwick ; ob.anno 43 E. I]1.

ob. 26th Jun.33 E. 1. (Esc. 33 E, Il1. n. 37.)

I T ] =y
William de Say, Lord==Beatrix, daughter of Idonea.==John de Eliza-==Thomas Sir Wil- =—=J ohanna.—Stephen

of Sabrichworth, son | William de Braose, Clinton, beth. [ de Al- liarn de Va-
and heir, t. 19 years | and sister of Tho- Knt.; don. Fiennes, loines,
anno 33 E, I11,;sum- | mas de Braose, and b, ann. : Knt.; ob. 24 hus-
moned to Parl.among | aunt of John, Tho- 20 R.IL abroad Land.
the Barons temp. E.| mas, and Johanna, § anno 34
IIY; ob. {49 E. IIl.| who died 5. p. I E. IIL
(Esc.49E. I1L n.44,) —

[E— L.

— T R
William de Maria, coheir  Sir William de Fienles

I
John de —Elizabeth,—Sir William He-—2 ux. Elizabeth, John de
Falles- sisterand  ron, Knt, sum-  daughter of Bay,son Clinton,ob.  (Ese. 6 H, or Fenys, Knt. (See
Iey, 1st heir of moned to Parli- Thomas, and  andheir, v. p. - V. and MS. vol. I1. p. 10 of thi
husband. John de ament as a Ba-  sister of Ralph anno 49 — Harl.2087); work.) ==
(Rot. Say, =t. ron, by writ 13 deBoteler Ba- E.III.; William de  mar.Othode ,——:r
Fin. 6 R. 186 years Nov. 17 R. II. ronsBoteler of ob.s.p. Clinton, Worthyng-  Roger Fienles, cousin
I m. anno 6 R,  returnable in Suclley,andwi- anno6  cousin and  ton. (Has- and coheir.  (Esc.6
26.) I (Esc.6 quind. 8. Hil.; dowof..Nor- R.IL  coheir of ted, [1.162.)  H. 1V.; MS. Harl
R. 1L n. made his will, bury;m. 3dly, (Esc. 6 Elizabeth Matilda, co- 2087 ; Dug. Bar
67.)i ob. and ob.anno 6  toSir John R.IL n. Heron.(Kse. heir. (Ese. 11.244)
8. p- H. 1V.s. p, Montgomery, 67.) 6H.IV.and 6 H.IV)
(Claus. SH. IV, Kt.; ob. A.D. MS. Har.
m. 15.) 1464, (Morant, 2087.)
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